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ABS'^RSCT 

A project va?; conducted in Kansas City, Missouri, to 
diminish the dropout rate by establishing an on-going linJcage between 
the local. high school and the adult basic education (ABE) program. 
The proqram involved the development of a system of dropout 
identification, contact, and referral from the secondary school to 
the ABE program f or . young adults 16 to 2U years of age and the 
collection and correlation of data on these young adults. Project 
activities included identification and direct referral by counselors, 
a home-school coordinator, other school district alternative 
proaramsr and outside agencies: meetings with counselors and 
principals at the secondary school to discuss the ABE program: 
involving secondary pf^rsonnel in the advisorv board: providing 
opportunities for secondary personnel to visit ABE sites: development 
of an ongoing system of feedback to secondary school personnel: and 
frequent communication. In the first year, 75 per cent of the 316 
referrals enrolled in ABE clases* Data concerning area dropouts and 
program participants were collected and studied, and a follow-up 
study was also conducted. Althcuqh the project was considered highly 
effective, several recommendations were made to facilitate student 
Involvement in high school equivalency programs, (Survey data and a 
project orientation unit are appended •) (MN) 
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INTRODUCTION 

Uropoutism is an increasing societal iiroblein. In Kansas City alone 
during the 1979-80 school year, over 1,200 students left scliooi . On a state- 
wide bn--s the dropout rate is above 6^.. Almost cvcr>^ school district in the 
state is faced with the "Dropout Dilemimi." 

Statistics show that "dropping out" can prove costly to both the uulivic- 
oal dropout and society as a whole. A 1978 Department of Labor report notcvJ 
that the vincmploymcnt rate for dropouts is more than double that oi" l-i-^Ii 
chcji graduates. Also according to a Missouri Division of Corrections rcpo7t, 
95^ of the individuals who arc incarcerated in Missouri correctional instJtu- 
tions are high school dropouts. These two facts alone emjiliasize the need to 
more effectively deal with the dropout problem, and to provide workable 
solutions and viable alternatives for these young adults. 

Tlie Adult Education Dropout Project, a 310 funded progriuii, was estaiv 
lished with the basic aim of diminishing the dropout pqjulation. Tlie primray 
focus of the project was to establisli an on-going link'ige b.tv.vci ihf ic^al 
i.-""h school and the Aduit Basic Education nrognnn. Tbe first irajor .i;o.'!l of 
the project was to develop a system of drojx^ut identificat cwUact , and 
referral from the secondary school to the /vdult liisic Hduc, hi nrcv-iram [or 
yo'jng adults 16 to ?A years of age. The second major goal was to collect 
ar.d coi-relate diita on these young adults and to share Uk' results oi" iliis 
study ith educators of all levels. 

■'•rce the beginning of tiie fiscal year, July i, 1081, the three staff 
memi s have strivcxi to meet the objectives and goals that wer'- initially 
proposcKl. The activities and data explained in this report siuninari:-e the 
culmination of tiiese efforts. 



ORIiiCriVE: To furtlici* develop a method of iiimiedi.-'.. o .' ioar i t icat i on. contact , 
and ri forral of the roccnL boiuM'idc dronouts to Ad'.ilt Basic 
Education; a system that will he compatible ajv.l -isahlc hv 
second;' 'v i^crsonik 1 in all scliools in tiio K^msas City SchooJ nisirict. 

i^orosED sYsrm 

A study conductcxl by the Adult Dropout Project staff 'luring the 19 /D--.!.) 
school year showed that 261 of the recent high school dropouts contacted, a;-^ 
;.oinpared to only 10-6 of those dropouts contacted who had been out of sclicoi 
for over a year, enrolled in Adult Basic Education classes. Therefore, in 
developing the referral system, recent dropouts between the ages of 16-18 
..ore given primary consideration, and methods were developed which would mor;- 
effoctively reach recent high school dropouts. However, tmy student 10- 3'' 
years of age who was identified and referred by a high school counselor, 
principal, or home-school coordinator was accepted into the program. 

Tlie following identification and referral system has proved to be effective 
in the Kansas City Adult Dropout Project: 

1. IDRm'IPIC^TION /\ND DIRECT REFERRAI. BY CaJNSELORS: Each studeivt 
who had an exit interview with his/her high school, counselor was ijiformed of 
ti. • alternative of Adult Basic Education. At. this interview t)ie student was 
given materials which described the program, tho name of a person to contact, 
and a "High School Dropout Referral Form." fSee Appendix) 

The counselor then provided follow-up by telephoning the Adult 
Dropout Project with the name and telephone number of tlie student wlio had '^eci 
r' ferreJ. If the student did not come to the ABE class, he/she was contacted 
by telephone, if possible, or by mail if no telepho.ne number was available, 
by an Adult Dropout staff member. 

2. IDl^TIFICATION AND DTRECT RI-IFERRAL BY n>IE-»:iTO. COORDTNATOR: . 
When students in the Kansas City School District are absent over a ]nng period 
of time or are having problems outsido the higli school which mal.e at^endai^ ■ 

ERJC difficult, they are referred by the counselors to home-school coordiruators. 



Many of these stuaonts kcvc identirioJ by the lior;^-.. l.oo t .-oordi natoi- -.s .l.-o;.. 
out. mxd wore rclorroJ to Adult P.isic licl.u-.-.t ion ..i-is.v.. !n no..- instnncos, 
home-sclioo^ coorchnat. actn-.lly broucht tiK.>.o . tua.wrs to the Ai<i: ^te and 
assisted thorn in enrolling. 'Ihey also nuiinta^nod contact Kith and pvo-.-uied 
fo.' low-up on the students after tliey enrolled, 

3. iDENTiriGMION BY AIXJLT MSK. VWCAUON INSTRUCTORS AND mm^M, 
BY men SCHOOL CaiNSHLORS OR PRINCIPALS: Son., students did not ofr.c.al N 
•..'thdrn- from the higi, school. Instead, they just quit attending and wer. even- 
tually dropped because of non-attenda.Ke. However, mny of ti-.ose .a.,e students 
came to Adult Basic Education classes to enrol!. Aiur Interview.nR each 
student the ABE instructors was able to identify iu-n/her a. a dropout. 
'^xcc the dropout was identiif.^ed, the forr^er high school, cc.inseler uas .Oi,l acted 
artd a -Dropout Referral Pom" was requested. If the covmselor was accord wir 
the student's decision to withdraw, a referral iorm was for-warded. 

4. IDONrriFICATION AMD DIRECT RIIPERR.U. BV Ol'lR-R KANSAS Cn\ SOWl 

DLS-miCT AI.mMATIW. P.^XRAT-IS: IT^rough the Adult Dropout I'roject, open cc^n - 

cation was established with various K.msas City School District alternative 

progra«,s so that direct referrals from these progra„us wo,-. fnx,uer,t- l-rogr-a,ns 

participating in this direct referral system included: 

O])eration Lift 
Teen- ago Parent Center 
Fairview Alternative Sciiool 
The Double E Program 

Mien students entered .-my of tiie aforementioned prooraris, they were 
counseled and referred to the most suitahJe alten.ative available, i^onafide 
dropouts who would be able to benefit from the Adult Basic Education, pnv,ra,„ 
v. re referred to the Adult Dropout Project for further counseling and class 
placem nt. 
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5. IDKN'ril'U'AriON AND Dim-XT RI-niRlUL BY (Xn'SlDH AnrNClHS: 
Agencies outside tlie Kcinsas City School Distrjct who work with yomxg adult drop- 
outs wero also encouraged to make direct referrals to the A.iuit tesic I-ducation 
program. Mien dropouts were identified, their names were referred to the Adult 
Dropout Project and a schedule was established. I'hc student was then n>r>ired 
to an Ar.i; class. 

Agencies participating in tlvis referral system were: 
DcLaSalle 

Juvenile Clroup Homes 
Walrond House 
Allegra House 
Shaw House 

Community Correctioii:^ Center 

Other Missouri State Juvenile Probation and P.iroic (ifficei 

The aforementioned system placed the responsibi lit; of identificnri<ni, 
contact, and referral on secondary iX)rsoiijiel, Adult Basic I-ducation persoi nel, 
anr- other individuals who worls with youn^ adults. The success of the system 
dei>ended on the cooperation and incorporation of as many groups as pos-iblo. 

Another activity that was attempted and pioved to he less effective was 
thf; list referral. In this activity, coiuiselors were contacted and asked to send 
lists of names, telephone nunihers, and addresses of dropouts to the Adult Drop- 
out Project for contact. Only one counselor sent lists on a regular basis and 
of the 23 names sent only 6 students enrolled. Also, this activity would be 
difficult to continue with tJ\e utilization of only existing staff. The contact 
01 i.utci cial students is time consuming and would appear to be an additional 
respopsibility that existing i>ersonnel would find difficult to absorb. 



DITVI-LOPING TIDi SYSTPM : 

In establislving the linkage l-)etwcen the higli school ,iik1 the Adult Basic 
Education program, several activities were attempted. Since the l".in;ij sv-toni 
was to be one that could Ix; continued by utilizing only existing staff, 
nK>thods had to prove both "people effective" and "cos^ efficient" to ho included 
in the final system. 

ITie key to establishing a referral system between tlie high school and the 
Adult Basic I-ducation program, seems to be in :i.c active involvement of 
educational personnel of all levels. Hie Adult Basic Education progiajn i!i;,st 
be presented and viewed as another link iti tlie educational chain and in a co- 
operative rather than a competitive manner. Understanding of tlie nnituai goals ' 
oi uic . Jucational prograjiis involvetl is essential. 

In developing the referral system for the Kansas City program, the fol low- 
ing activities proved most useful, and could easily bo duplicted in dtlu-i 
Adult I-ducation programs. 

f 

1. MEET Wmi COUNSELORS AND PIUNCIPAI.S AP TiDi SEtPNDARY SCiKXJj; 
TO . iSQfSS TlIE ADULT BASIC EDUCATION PRaiRAM TO DISTRIBUTT. mTERIAL.S. 
This single activity appeared to be essential in dovelqiing a referral system. 
Early in the school year each school admirustrator was contixcred and a nieetir,'; 
with tlie principal an counselors was requested. At tlic ii'cctip.g, which generally 
lasted about thirty minutes, packets of materials were distributed and t})C. 
Adult Education prognim was described. 'ITie packet of materials wliich had been 
developed through the Adult Dropout Project included the following: Refcrml 
Forms, Statement of Purpose Foittis, Progress Reixjrt Forms, Telep)hone Scripts, 
Brorhnroc, and other pertinent information. (See appendix). At this meeting 
the following facts were emphasized. 

a. 'Ihe Adult Basic Education pvognun can accept only 

bonafide dropouts 16 years of ago and over into ihe 
I)rogram. 
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b. Students, 16 or 17 years of nge, mbst tave a Dropout 
Referral Ooiiw ov. file before official enroilnicnt in 
Adult Basic Education will be permitted, 

c. A progress report will be sent to the higli school 

on a regular basi5^ so that counselors and other personnel 
will receive feedback on their former students' progress. 

d. Adult Rnsic Education classes are individuziJized to iiicct 
each student's needs, and students functioning on any 
educational lev;el my enroll, 

e. The Evening High School Diplonia program can be a viable 
alternative for some dropouts, 

f. The Adult Basic Education progr^un is another ^(n^^i.:c 
offered within the Kansas City School District, 

This first meeting with the counselors and principa] proved to be very 
inportant. In a regular Adult Basic Education program, the meeting could bo 
easily conducted by the local director, a supei-visor, or even a knouiedi^eable 
teacher. The ke\ to the success of this meeting is advanced planninj> and prep- 
aration of adequate materials for dissemination. 

V mOLVE SECONDARY PERSONNEL ON Tff. ADVISORY BOARD: To 
facilitate the growth of the Adult Education !)ro])out Project and to strengthen 
the link between the secondary school, Aciult Basic Education, and the coirjuunity, 
nt\ advisory board was utilized. This bo^ird provided valuable injuit on 
operating the total program. The memL^er. also helped develop an 'V\iumiatiA^es" 
lK>oklet which outlined major alternative programs within the District, The 
most valuable contribution of the board was the actual program promotion and 
s' ide:)i: recruitment that members provided. Before serving on chis committee, sonio 
meml)ers liad only limited knowledge of the Adult Basic Education progr?m;. Others 
were unaware of how ABE could serve as a viable alternative for high school 
dropouts, ftowevef, after serving on the committee, members became active 
referral sources and opened doors which helped to reach other counselois and 
secondary personnol, 

n 
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Selection ni] key indi viduals proved to be cs>o:'* ial. I 
of the Adult Dropout Project Advisory lk)ard was also Uk: c>iai:pci of the 
Kansas City 'CuidaiiLj- Counselors Association. This ivHiividual k:is ros[^onsible 
for .^vitiations beinj^ extended to the proMvt coordinator to s[x aK . ■ tv 
Q i dance -Coimselors meetings. Other meinhers provided contact with \.nioas 
connnunity a-id secondary groups which proved valablo in pn siotifiii i!to piv^rair. 

When diq^licatino su' b a program within the Trgular Adult R-ric rdacarion 
proiyram, secondar> personno] sliould bo included on the :VM\ Ad\isor>' l^o.ird. 
Coiuisclors appear eager ^o leani about viable educational alternative:^ Tor liigh 
school dro]>onts, ;md inclusion of secondxarv personnel on tlie AHl; /Vdvison '"--v^ 
BoiXJ»i seems essential in establishing the necessary linkage betuvcn tiie 
secondary school and Adult Basic tducation. 

The Adult Education Dropout Project met ^'our times during the vxv^r and 

the following individuals were members oT the Adult Education Dropout I^roi. rt 
Advisory Board: 

J. 

Ms. Cindy Russell, cliaiiperson Joyct? Ni]-^v.^n, *>ercrtaiy 

Counselor Counselcr 

Tairview Altemative School ComiDunity Correci-ions Center 

Mr. Stephen Brown Mr. Lutlier Dole 

Principal, Northeast Hig]i School Counr-elor, Paseo i:irh School 

Mr. Michael Rowan Ms. .Jackie liunter 

u..selor, HastMligh School flome-School Coordinator 

'Mr. 'ames Carr 4s. IJnda Dona van 

Miv.sion of Student Affairs Couj^selor, Central High School 

University of Missouri - K.C. 

. Clcretha Shumate Ms. y\ntronette Brown 

Counselor, Northeast High School Local Director, ARli 

Ms. Patricia Long 

Coordinator, Adult Education Dropout Project 
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3. PROVIin: OPPORTLINITIUS FOR SliCONnAR'i Hii-:oNi\ri, TO \1S1T Tilli XLXJLT 
H\SIC EDUCATION SillilS). ^k.\aiiu;^> wei-e scheduled tl] aiKh' ine yo.u ^\ 
the Adult Learniag Center site to, bring secondiiry pcrsoiinci clever to tl:0 
Mult Basic Education progiraiu. 'Hie Advisory Poard meotings were a 1 way.-, 
i. ■'^ or ;ite and different personnel were imated lo c;?ch rncL*t invV to inclMdc 
the representation of more schools. HonK^-^chool coordinators wore '^Iso ('rv:v^nTn:',e 
^o actually bring. potential students to the I^^irning Center and toms ol rtu? 
classroom w^/e available. 'Hie largest number of secondary persop.nel visited 
the Adult Learning Center at the last Advisory Roard meeting. At tins linvj , 
a sj^ocial invitation wa^ ^eut to each school to ask a roprcsentatiTO to jt^end 
and then a follow-U]}.^all was made to encourage a counselor to ccane. Hie rffor:: 



was very successful since 8 out of 9 high schools sent representatives 
and one school allowed all three coimselors to attend. At this time, the 
counselors were given the opportunity to vij^it the classroom, to see the 
individualized program in action, and to talk with their former ''dropouts^'. 
Allowing the counselors the opportunity to see their former students successfully 
continuing their education is probably the most n\siiive a .d effective tool 
that can be used in building a linkage syst. • 

:Vi in the regular Adult Basic Ediication program, an open house or a 
small meeting xvhich brings secondary personnel to the A<1i it Basic Education 
site would demajid some fore- thought and planning; however » the net results of 
increased referrals and student success would appear to be well worth tlie 
time and effort. 



r • ■ ■ 

_ ^ ^ 4. DEVPirP AN ONGOING SYSTOI OF rTiEDBACK TO SKCONDARY SCHOOL PIlRSONNIif,.: 
•Counselors expressed concern early in the project that previously when they had 
referred a student to Adult Basic Education classes, no feedback was available 
on. how the student was progressing. 'Hierefore, a system was developed whcjcby 
^onms- iors would receive a quarterly progress report on thoir former students. 
A fcra was developed by the Adult Dropout Project staff (S(^e appendix) and 
tt}is fonn was sent.i:o Adult Basic Education teachers each quarter. The instructors 
vverc askbd,<^Jist all students 16-18 years of age who had been referred by a 

^. Kansas City High School. The ins true tor /returned the completed fonn to the 
A<iult-DTopQut Project office and the secretary compiled the lists and sent 
copies tOieach individual school. 

, Counselors noted that the progress rep^t was one . of tfje most useful 
and valuable results of the Adult Education Dropout Project. 

5. KEEP LINES OF COMMiNICATION OPEN WITH SECONa\RY PERSONNEL BY* ' 
USING. FREQUENT MEMOS >\ND TCLEPHONE CONTACTS: Freq.aent memos ^lich outlined 
ijiiportant events or statistical results were sent to the sotondary schools. 
Opc/i communicatiou was maintained to ensure that the linkage system 
remained solid. 

'■ . iV opening lines qf communication with the high school and coiraT-unity, drop- 
out referrals became a frequent occurrence- in the I^ansas City prograin. l.ie . 
activities that were conducted to develop the system of referral were ones 
that could be easily duplicated in a regular Adult Basic Education program an>' 
were ones that showed positive result:; .in terms of referrals aiid nuinliors of 
enrol lees. 
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Ov'.r 300 stucicnts were referred to t', .■ at Dropouf Project f.y secondan- 
P0-.o,mcl :uKi otlKvr agencies which de.It wii„ young adults. Tiu... was a 100"„ 
increase over the n^nber that.^as referred in 1979-80. 11 the proviou. vcars 
dropout rau- of o.er 1200 students continues in 1981. the .u.nher of stuac,..s 
referred will represent 2S>1 of the studenis who dropped out of the Kansas City 
Missouri f^a)iic Schools. 

Of ^Ue M6 referr„ls. 7S% enrolled in Adult fcisic Hducation cJasse.- . 
Therefore. 201 of the students who withdrew fro,, hi^h .chnul. r.aily did 
not drop out. n.ey merely chose to continue their oducai ion in :u. alternative 
Progr.-m,. Adult Hasic Education. TABLE I in the Appendix s .ows the total nunher 
of rclerrals ;md the various referral sources. 

V. was exe.rTi)Ued in 1979-80, com,selors referred the largest n,«nhc r of 
stu..uts. nierefo..e, couaselors seem to he a key link in estahlish.ng a successful 
referral system. 

1. Mi.et with secondir)' personnel in tlie school. 

2. Provide o/jportmities for second/iry i^ersonncl to visit the 
Adult basic Education sites. 

3. Provide feedback to counselors and other secondary personnel 
concerning tlic students wf)o Iwve been referred. 

4. Include secondary personnel on the ABfi Advisory Itoard. 

r.. Designate one AHi; staff mcnil>er to serve as the liaison p. r..(,n 
whom counsoJor:; am contact when (|uestions arise. 
Provide imrpU materials which will bo needed to ii,..iut.ain U..^ 
O . relcrrul system to secomiary personnel. 

ERJC ^ 
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URJECTIVl': To continue to provide an alternative through) < i -jinr: AiJ:)lt Basic 

liduv.ation classes tor ixjrsons 16 to 24 yea\ ajjc ii; onkn to c^rn 
a high school education by obtaining a nj- ii, a.i:.! thub lower 
the educational dropout rate, 

ior the majority of the 1980-81 school year, tfierc were 23 classes 
open for dropout referrals" By having classes that were open during the day 
and evening hours, some students could continue working or ^ictiveJy seek eiiipJoy- 
ment while others could arrange for child care, thus eliminating some problems 
that caused students to withdraw froin regiilar ' igh scb^oL Classes were open 
throughout the city to eliminate transportation problems. 

The largest concentration of students were referred to and enrolled at the 
Adult learning Center. Througl)out the year, 285 students enrolled at this 
Si:- ' 54 Dropout Project Students erroUed i^^ satellite classes. Of t!)»^ 
studej^Ls who enrolled at the Adult beaming Center, 6(>'i completed twcl\/c hours 
of instruction, as^d of the students who enrolled in satellite classes, 48% compu ted 
twelve hours of instruction. 'I'his fact seems to sncr^cst tluit young iidults 
m^jy need the consistency of a daily class to hold their interest and JtLeiition 
long enough to find success in Adult J^asic lalucation. 

iVith tiie largc^ influx of young adults enrolling at the Lea7Ming Center, 
a special class was created for the lb- 18 yjar olds. The ration;iIe for iiviking 
such a division was based on two hypotheses. Pirst, oblcr adults tend to 
prefer a quieter enviroiunent , and secondly young adults feel rncne comforta'pJe 
in a class nuido tip of essent ially tlicir peers. Yoimg adults have n higher 
energy level which tends to lead to increased activity and a natural increase 
in the noise level. In studying the young adult, l(>-iH, one cliaracteristic 
seems to he coinriori; ihey desire to I)e an adult but are still wanting someone 
to i * ' ul direct them. The two classes were not rom|)letely sep:jr;jte; 
breaks and other activities wei.. conducted concurrently so that the younger 
adult would luive the opportunity to talk with the older adult ajiJ gr'.in i'.rm 
^ iJjoir experience. 

ERIC ll 
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The classroom was filled to capacity during most of the school year and 
a waiting list h£id to be developed in January, 1981. ilowevor, n waiting list 
may inhibit prospective enroUees and inay even cause them to eventually decide 
not to enroll. Of the 72 students who were placed on the waiting list, 29% 
did not return when an opening occiirre;d. ITiereforc, otlier methods of dealinj^ 
with the increased number of students were examined. (.)ne teclinique used was 
to shorten hours of attendance so more students could attend. Alsc^ students 
were scheduled at odd hours when a time slot became available (i.e. Students 
might be scheduled to attend from 10:30-11:45 or froi.i 2:4S~4:O0, v.hcnever an 
opening existed.) A third method used was to set np a network of referrals 
to other Adult Basic Education sites, such as Do La Salle and Genesis, which 
work exclusively with young adults. 

ORJKCTIVE: To establish at least one ongoing Adult Basic Education class with- 
in the customary secondary school settinj^ not a school serving 
students with special i)roblenis. 

Although the Adult Dropout Project staff worked closely with one school. 
Northeast High School, to establish an Adult Basic I'ddcation class, no t Ljs.s 
was formed during the 1981 I'T. In plafming for the class, the principal noted 
that he wanted to broaden the educational alternatives w-thin the liigh 
school, and members of the student coiincil, counseling staff, ;ind administra- 
tion staff were selected for the planning committee. Iwo meml)ers of tlie student 
council and the instructional motivator visited the Adult Learning Center and 
talked with the Advisory lioard in December to gather data on creating the 
ABP 'Jiass on site. Itowever, as the school year progressed and otfier importiint 
issues arose, the idea of creating the class at tliis school liad to I)e abandoned. 
Also at this time, fujiding in the regular Adult liasic l-ducilion prognmi was 
reaching the saturation point and expansion for a new class was almost 
im|')ossiblet 



r:arly irj the school year, the coordijial or alr^o ti; '.•ii5'.:,cd t!^.- L./.i of 
establishing an Adult l^ibic Txhiaitim jiass at the nev- alto:n;nivc- school, 
Fairview. Ifov/ovcr, it was the feeling of the administratrv- stait at lairview 
that a refc-rral system would be more I.Teneficial than an on- school site. 

Although the original objective of creat ing an on-5choi)l site was mo' 
accomplished during tJic '81 PT, it does m t appear tliat this Vvas a totaily 
irirealistic objective. The pro5i)ect was po'r itively endorsed by the pi'incipal, 
and could be workable at future da to. 



ORILXrriVli: 'j'o provide infomitive in-service training-: ;tiuJ awaiciiess session:, 
conccnrlng th.- statist icnJ outcuinus and jno^rrua rc^.uUs for 
secondary personnel i.n tli<- Kansas City, Missouri School !)i strict 
for Jocal Adult lv):uc Hducatioii staff ucrnh rr;, .nd for Adui: Basic 
l-ducatjon directors throughout the state. 

Tnservice vvoj-kshops were a basic part of the Adult liducation l)ro(n)ul: 
Project. By shariuj,' information ;ind disseminat inj'. Materials, many rducationai 
r^-oups becajne awan; of the function of the pri>j(xt and the goals of 
the Ad\iU Kisic Hducation prograjn. 

A slide- tape presentation wa^ developed throiu-'h the Aciult i:ducatior> D^^ojv 
out Project that very briefly described tijc Adult Rasic liducatioii ^'i^ynun. 
Actual students were used in the presentation and tlu '^mj^hasis wms plac<ul on 

^'.tudent in Adult Basic liducal ion, regMrdJess of age, sex, ace, ci 
academic level, c.uld find success, 'fhis presentnt ion >rroved to be very 
cffec^e and was used at various meetings to briefly describr* tho AlJb; f^rogiam, 
A slide- tape presencatioii m;iy be time consuming to develop; however, foj- inservice 
workshops and meetings, the u:,e of audio-visual aids can be valu.ible. 

Identical Jii-service workshops were held on the afienioons o«' January J 
and .January 22, 1981, for Kansas City Adult Basic liducntion ijistructor^s, 
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Ai Uus meetint;, statistical data was diacui-sed, the )-ot-oir:il system was 
explained. A total of 22 Adult Basic Ediicatioii teachers nttendoa these worK- 
shops. Of the 8 teachers who attended and who had Droiiout .Students in their 
classes, all eiglit responded to the progress report, nid were active in 
identifying and insuring that dropout referrals were on i' tie for their 
Dropout Project students. Of the teachers who did not attend tliis workshop, 
only 23*0 actively .ic.ntified dropout.s and rt>.)LK2Sted refeirals, and only 

responded to the progress Toix^rt. niose facts alone p7ove tliat in-service 
wofksliops arc needed and valuable. Various nicincs w( re sent to m. inr irutrors 
throughout the year as up dates on the statistical findings and overall inxr^c. 
of the progiam. 

iiesides visiting with e.-Mi school on an indivirfual basis, the coorJin tor 
■ et ••::h the Kansas City Guidance Association twice during the year on (V toher 
8, j.;8{), and April 7, 1!)H1, and met with home-school coordinators at their 
moii;.[iiy PKjcting on Fchniap/ 13. l!)Si , At Uiese meetings implementation ol 
the referral system was (!iscuss<nl and sral.istical dita wa:; outline.!. 

'llic project coord irintor h:)d \hv op])oitunjLy t.o provide- workshor'S to 

share infornvjt ion wi tli Adult Hducators .ti H ^ following nicre(:in[!s: 

MiA/mVCAV, Conferencn (U/t^/HO) 
St. l,ouis, iMissouri 

Mo, APJi Associotion McH.-lin/' {2/2:\/H] ) 
ColuiDbi..'] , Missouri 

MINKS Adult I'ducatioii Directors MrjolPin' I V 1(^/8) ) 
''Sh;irin- /]!) Projr;(;t-/* 
l-allr. City, Nel)raskn 

311) Project I.idi.K:;it xon;j] Workshop {^/^h/b]\) 
Vox tenchers in Prison System 
.ieCferson City, iMissouri 

Co Ahi; (hnforcncc (4/J(j/8I) 
Providence. Rhode ls];ijid 

MAACI: Conference M/JD/a)) 
Col'iinl)ia> Missouri 
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Oltior cdi.'v aticna.]. periionr.cl becajftc aware o£ the- project : ; \ ouvh Tr.f'etiti.;^:^ 
and workshui)s fiiat were lieid Ihrougliout tiie year. A inceting wa<; held on 
December, ]l, ]9h0. with the State Director of GutJanro arid Comisclcis 
Mr. Charles Foster, and his staff in .Jcff-erson City, Missouri, Aliio, thr 
coordinator u'as a spea]s,cr at the Northwest Principal's /^-ssociation Meeting 
tn St. Joseph, Missouri on January 14, 1981. 

In the local co::snunity sector, the coordinator appeared as a sneaker 
r.t the NorDicast Comnuiirity Council Forum, Septoiiiber 18, 1980, and also 
disseminated infonnation to parents at a "Head- Start Carnival" on April 3. :i'.)81 

llic various in-service worksliops provided the opportunity i'or tl.c- djs- 
ril.ution of materials and for einphasi-ing the workability of the program, 
'llic iiiaJn objective of each" workshop was to heighten tlie awarenesi. of var ious 
groups of tlie Adult B;L';ic t.ducatioii program which could eventually leai! 
to increased referrals and tlic succe-^s of nioix' "dropouts". 

OlUncriVi:: lo further dc.-lop f roir extensive data and experience uujied in the 
proicct ci.ic lefri.iblc char.--cteristics of dropouts v.tio arc 

likely to bo successful in tlie Adult Kasic liducation prc;j',ram. 

Ilach AtliiU );tl(K-.atiori Dropout Project student was interviewed upon entry 
'o tlie TJrogniii). The i; .rm.itioi. was recorded c.n a .Studeiit Identi f tea Lion 
Shec< . Records w.>r<. 1<-,|„ ,„, rca::ons students leit sclux;! , cnrrnnce let 
results, projvress .-ind a i ! . vhuc, reasons students left Adult Ivrsic i:ducat ion 
.•la.sscs, ajKl otJic f. m.,; i.,, iij format ion. 

The two ro'i-on: .- ; , •, Uy the stuckMits most f-v<|uently as re-i ::,M -, wh fi,e^ 
witlvli-- from hi,:!. • •■'•u- as follows: Jj lack of credits to Ju ite 

JTivc. by over r.I .. inteiviowed, a/id d i sc i])l , nar- i !!, drawn! s •■ 

piv;,. by K/;, of the st,.;. m.. jnti-rvic-wed. (&o T;jblc 11 for compile results. J 
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However, both of these responses appear to si^"- -^'i >ns thnt fotviod the 
students to drop out of school rather Mmti re-iso;- ^hat th(^ stU'lc it.s volujitarily 
left. 

By collecting aid correlating data on ti students, it was iouiid that 7'>% 
of the students \>rfio lacked credits to graduate . .rod abov ;> 7.0 [^rade Invcl 
on the entrance Tests of Adult Basic Hducation ivading test. AJ^o VV„ of 
these students had the conception that they were 'ir)OUt to enter t]\v\^' >cv[ov 
year, and 78^6 were 17 years of age or older. Two suppoi^itioris may be f)rojocted 
from these statistics. First, inost students who an^ failing <"jrjss(-, :j('tually 
have the ability to acliicvo. rhcjeforc, their failure is nttrihutabk- U; 
other factors such as poor :ittendance habits, lack of intcre'-.t, cmpio; ':«.iU , out- 
'^ide distractions, or any number of other re^isons. Secondly, ^.tudcuts ki)ow that 
they have failed a class or classes^ yet nany do not believe or accept tiio 
xact that they will not graduate with their class. Finally in their jujiirn 
or senior class, they realise that tlioy will not graduate and thcr-fore, ho*. in 
searching for an altcniative program, llie results of this study rue ovinpiificd 
in TABLE III. 

Of the students who wf^re interviewed ;uid gcive ''lack of credit:" as the 
r'^ason for withdrawal, 70% cnmlled In Adi:lr Basic i ducation l lasses, ;ujd Uv; 
success rate for this ynmp was A5%. Success was define<l as continuing to 
attend ABE classes, transferred to another training program, or pass^xl tlie (;.I...D. 

Stuuents who ga'^'c '*di :.ciplinary withdrawal" as the reason they left school 
were found to have lower on trance test scores, with 0S% scoring bcJow an 8 th 
grade level on the Tests of Adult Basic Education readijig section. This fact 
suggests that some stud<.«nts who exhibit deviant f>ehavi.or in^iy actually be 
frustrated with their lack of success and achievement. (Sc^e lABIli 111 for 
• oniplotc results). Of those students intorviowed, 9U enrolled in 'Jalt Ti.islc 
•^j Edm.'ition classes tuid the success rate of this gn^up was 'jZl. 
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As TABLE IV in the Appendix shows, 65% of all the students who entered the 
program and were tested scored below a 9th grade level on tlie reading test. 
Also, the largest single group scored at the 7th grade level. Most of the 
students had been out of school less tlian six months and almost three- fourths 
of the students were black. 

In studying the students who passed the G.E.D. test while in the program, 
over 1/3 withdrew from high school because they were bored and almost 1/5 left 
because of lack of credits to graduate. Of the students who passed the G.U.D. , 
741 entered the program reading above a 9th grade level; however, many of these 
same students had deficiencies in the area of mathematics or language. Over 
55% of the students who passed the G.E.D. were direct referrals from a high 
school and 67% had been out of school less than six months. The students in this 
category were almost equally divided as to age (i.e. 33% of the students were 16, 
37% were 17 years of age, and 30% of the students were 18 or over). 

By isolating the students who were successful in Adult Basic l-ducation 
classes and in studying their characteristics, an interesting fact was derived. 
The students who were successful were proportionately divided in almost the same 
manner as the overall student body. The test scores, number of referrals, and 
reasons for withdrawal from high school were almost equal, percentage wise, for the 
successful students and the total number enrolled. A slij^tly larger ratio of 
males vere successful thail females and 17 year olds seemed to be somevrtiat more 
successful than 16 year olds. However, to note one definable characteristic 
that will sei)arate a successful ABE student from an un^successful ABE student is 
difficult. This tends to reinforce the philosophy that Adult Basic Hducation 
meets the needs of students of all academic levels and that each individual stulcnt is 
given an equal opportunity for success. (See Table V for complete results). 
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T}>c followlp;" \"-}h]Q shows the ontcnfe:^ o!' the Aclirlt I'lV'-'por^. ^ 'racferiis v/ho 
completed twelve hours of imtruztvm jn Adult: Basic l;d:jc:r;v ion classes (1.04 
students): 

l?ersaiis pa^vrving the QA-.Al j::';, 
Persons continuing to study tov;ard './'i, 
I'crsons trmisfcrring back to rej^^uUir hii.^h scliool Vi. 
rhcse figures indicate that I2'a of: tlioso students ul'io i^-ft: City H:i£Vi 

Schoohv, ijt 1981 i-cit; actufjliy not "d3\>j>out^>" hat wcrc su(Xo::-s iiil in contiDwin;? 
or cr/un Ictiiig their RoaJ. 

'I'lie Adult Dropout Project staff ivor};ed witli 48S student dt.iri.n;; the sc)k';o1 

A rollow-iJ]v study v;as conducted on the Adull: I)i:opout l^n3jcct students 

who were enB>l.lcd at the Adult U^amiji?> CoU'cr during t)ic l')79' '^0 :5(:hool year, 

or the 144 .students, the staff was rihie to r.ontnct 84 or SH'i* Of the 

group that couM he contactod^ the following ou(:c<»ik^s \(cro found: 

Passed the CE.I). /Al 
Continuing to study for G-E-1). \li> 
Retumeci to }ligh fkihool 12". 
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hr-..i t ?uiv,ic IkJucati on 

Wj^en f.3up.li.c.a'cin^3i siidi a project: wit!n.7i a regular Adu.I?: !^;a.sic J;du;; :it;i on 
prog)-3ra, the folloiArini? nxcOTnendations are projcci.od: 

•L rx) not ase the woni drqxrot in t/ie title of tiv;; pro^^rasn. 
fnis word has a T«egative cc-nnotation tc yowi^; rfdulls.. 

I. Designate one .staff meml^er to serve as the ''contact 
jun-Bon" for coimsolors <.n)d dropout:-., 

^. li feasible, provjde m s^^p;iratc; cl.'is;: for yoi-'rip. .".'.itvltsj 

4. Pjovide special oricntaticrn scsk '(.u-, '-r tf...j(.hi;-v<. Wno 
wo7-'k wit}) yoimp, ndtilta, fSoc .-^ppi. -r; i 

5, Itevelop or duplicate TOtCTr;^.];- i),-.t tvill f.jciliatr, ^bc 
rofe"n-?il process. (See apixnidix.) 

r>, to/c.Toii Iin];ages with ,xs miin;.' /groups as r:o;v:-.iT>Io wiio wor]-; 
Avith young adults to set ,ji> ,v ?:-uccessfu:i' rofevraJ svr-rojn. 

ITiC folJrr..'-mp, ^•:u.o,^',(>.stions niay bo useful for adaptation in tho -.o ond.iry 
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1. On the at,u.hjnt's report card, pmvi.dc tho niMier of '-.rcVili-, 
can-ifd nrid the student's iictual cias:; standing. AIvo contact 
.stTirjentr, wIkj are behio^i in credits as early po.ssihlf so' 
t}i;it deficient units rw.y be rr.;u)e up .rl )?i«ht or during tlic .'-uotdct 

2, W.cn .students withdnrw fran h.vj-h y,clv:)0l provide -n^'omiVjon on 
viable altxim/Jtive projirairis witlnn I'm {)ir,trict, 

7). for studx;nts who uro-. cx]X;riencinf.'. difficulty in •.];).'.■•., pntvldo 
sort of indivJdu« lined instruK/.tvon '-x, tt.ai .-j fni- v r.'.,t jo/, 
problem docs not bocoino « discipline prolyl ct.) . 

4, If possible, iillow iiTi Adult Bwr.ic Educ.-;t £;'lr;'.s to b'^ /i"ld 
''Jt the hi^ih .school site, 

ii. IncliKlc the niAjnl)ev of .-r-tudcnts w)io pa^..-) tk: G.b.ii. in fnc 
/•rndufltc nurnlx^r, rather than as a drqjout r.tytistic- 
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'iTie Adiilt Kciucation l)Tt)}>oi.jt Project has p; :;.ved to Ixv .•! sDcccssfi;] T>rog-.' 
Through the project, :nothod5. of imtiat.ing an cKi-goir-r, referral system with 
the liivjh sclicol u.>erc cbvelojxid, Lec.hra(4ucs aiid xnuterials for r..f ftx-/d.ve3y 
incorporating younii adnlts into Aduit Hasic Hduc^ition cla-v^es v-cr.-: crc-A-tetl, 
and (lata concerjiiJiS the character.i.Mics of youn?; aciuit:> Wii;-; (;oIU cU:u nn'' 
■■t.u.-1ied. y 

By adapting the j.-ui defines that have bc«n set forth in thi.. ir-jiorl. 
to meet rj,o 7)e.ed5 of the ind^vidji^il .<f<;hor.a disfj jcr,, Ath>lt F.-'jc i:d.K-ai.:M.n; 
lUfO'-tors throi^o].out the .-ute can du]>lk:atc SBin.lar drapcm. proKcvs 
Nir^ , existing ABfi •progr.-.f? . Such projecT.s Kill not only brin.v. j.;;crc=.v-^c.-: 
«n.v,?,;v»rit, but more Kiportrmtly, will cau-n a daTcarc I/) the. v!U-v,b<- r of 
ckvationnl dropouts aj.d -ucxcs^ fw the indivviijal ::.t.;<K;r;t. 



TABlJdS 

Table I - Direct Referrals 

Table 11 • iV ^-.ons for Withdravjl From High eichool 
Table J 11 i orrciation of Rvtisons for Withdim^ai rad Cliaractoist 

Table TV - Sumrmii7 of Adixlt Education Dropout Project St.u(k:it-i 

Table V - Characteristic?; Statistical Iteta 



Orientation Unit 
Statement of }Vi^5c 
iin>pout Roferral Fonn 
P)X)i>^ress Refiort Vom 
T^ileplione Script 
Folloiy-ixj:> Vvm 
Vtelcome Lcttj:^/r 
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• 1. lack of ci-evjits to g-n3.du;ite/f.^vllr>>^ clar-i.SDS 

3. Lack oi: inttTe.st/bor^:xi wit)^ school 

4. IfcK? a ^>vby or cliild care probloiis 

5. Needcxii or secure-^;] p job 

(?• n>xossivc absarcc:*- \ 

8. ■>'toval ci>t of orjj^imil schix:)}/s '<x>imdari.c.s 
Peer p'roblons 
.1.0, hyt in vJuvcyrilc Ht/pk: 

A:i. Wcj7;. V.0 Job Corp:^ 

J4. Cavf.liCl with tr;pr];',^r 

16 s Persa/);j 1 r;rc.vti } cvns 

Schwl too coTjf jninp, 
39. r:nroIlo<l in ,Tlt<^rnat ive prnj,T;f»j:i 
20. Waj?t(xl 10 jict G.T-.D, 

Trr^n^>rx•/rt^Jl,io;^ problon 
22, KofuMid to jro to school 
2.'<^, Records cic;.«;t roved in f irr- 
24. Cla^;;-; p.laco^nent conflict 
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AC:; AT Tim. OF WlTKDBAfc'AI. 



16 years - 22^ 

17 years - 

18 yearn - 

65: 



10 - 2^-^ yr.s 
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•5^ 10 F 
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RKAbm FOR )il:m.mi}Al^ mM high DCI-iDOI t 
DISClPLIK.Wy «lTI?KIiAW/iS 

S^!7R«fCB PJEAJIWG TEST SOORgS 



B^jlOK 5.0- 670- 7.0- 
5,0 .5^9 6.9 7.9 
TABE RBAOIifG 



5.0.0- 
10.0 



u.o- 

11.9 ■ 



:!2.0 
12.9 



AGP. AT TIKE OF KirKDRAiTAL 
FROK HIGH XHOOL 



16 years - 

17 yoaro - 

18 yaoxG - 
19-?^ yrs- 
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9ih a:rci<5?. - ^'j^ 
11th Grr.ck^ - ^'g'J 



it 



70 

« > 

50 t 



"4 M O f 



30 f 



1 



5^0 



6, a- ?.o- a.ti- AO 

6,9 7J/ 9,$ 

7jm y;sAo:a-;';i Tii^:-:; scos? 



f'BOJ-5 HICK SCSVOOI. 

lo :/c-.?_r;- - no It.^) 



Or;,f; year or rjorc. 



~ 276 ( 
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TABLE V 



CIIAR'XCrERISI'rCS STATL9riCAL DATA 
Age 



16 yr. old 

17 yr. old 

18 yr. old 
19-24 yr. old 

iscferred to an ABE class 



Overall 
28% 
40% 
22% 

10% 

Number of Referrals 
Overall 
75% 

. Reading Test Scores 



Successful Students 
21% 



51% 



23% 



Successful Students 
77% 





Overall 


Successful 


Below 5 


3% 


4% 


5.0-8.9 


16% 


16% 


6.0-6.9 


10% 


14% 


7.0-7.9 


22% 


22% 


8.0-8:9 


14% 


18% 


9.0-9.9 


11% 


10% 


10.0-10.9 


11% 


10% 


11.0-11.9 


5% 


3% 


12.0-12.9 


8% 


3% 
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TABLIi V 
(ContinaedJ 



SEXES 



Overall Successful Students 

Male 661 
Female 434 M-o 



Reasons for Withdrawal 







Overall 


Successful 


LaoV of Credits 




281 


52% 


Di;ciplinary 




16% 


20% 


Lack of Interest 




10% 


13% 


Job 




6% 


4% 


Child Care/Baby 




10% 


7% 


Moved 




4% 


4'. 


Health 




3% 


2% 


Jail/Juvenile Home 




3% 


3% 


'^'^er Problems 




4% 


41 


Job Corps 




2% 


2% 


Absences 




5% 


41 


Family Probe Ims 




4% 


3; 


Married 




• .6% 


11 


Transporation 


s 







.4% II 
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OR|[lVI'ATle)N llNI ;• R)R 
MhiU lUSLC ni)li('.\TU)N niACllliKS 



Tl 



Into 



l'.acli recent high school Jropout who enters an Adult Basic I'lucatjon clJ.^• 
iv;)rcsenl mx exciting challenge for the :instnictor. These vxiJi.i; tJ.-ili - liave 
iini jic characteristics, bcliaviors, and needs wh.ich rvay demand specu.I •itu-)lion. 
To -ccossfully incoiporate thoso students into regular Adult tesic lidncatmi 
cla -^rs, teachers must recognize the recent dropout's special needs and be pre- 
pared to incet these needs. 

Ntiny \oung adults \vlio '^drop out" of hiyM school have poor self imges, 

'iTiey Iiave been labeled as fat lures and liave negative att itudes n)wanl school. 
However, the student has not given up on educa: ion. tW enrolling in an Adult 
Basic Education cia;s, the student is domon:Urat ing his desire to conqnct-^ liis 
educational goal. 

To Lacilitate' teachers who will be working with young adults in their 
regular classrooms, the following orientation unit has lieen designed. Sue; oss- 
^ rl Adult Basic Hducation teachers are already utilizing some of die techniques 
liat are ii)ontioned; however, many guidelines have been added or moai Tied to 
speci 'Really meet the needs of the young adults. All eKperiences listed nny not 
be .(^lovant to every classroom, but most can be adapted for each individual 
cla^';, ' ■ ' ' 




r ; 1 s ' \ 1 1. Ill /vciiv i I ios 

Obi i\'c, \v mo- ' .nc >lMjoi.ts to nM'V);:^ uJ,..; iV/Mv: ; . r.icai i v ' i cKi-m-> 
throuuli the first xwolvc hours v ir.' nirlioi^ 

Kxpoi ioiices -ml Tc\ urmues* 

I. iu^coi,p' the student upon his/Ii-r cnivy iutp cl:! if :s ivn 
po^'sihl- to inncdiately to tin no\.' student, rtvor.ninc hin/lv.M 
with a Miule, a nod of tlie licad, or (Uhor vcr^.i or vr.-' il 
rosponso:> 'h.\[ ^-mIV, '4' 11 bo riiil.t tlicro.' 

TC'lk Kith tlic student on a (^-to-jue hMs'r . 

a. Djscuss the student's previous school .-^ poiiiu^'o. 

1. Wriy and when did tlic stud.MU withdraw? 

2. ilow many credits doei. Iho studoiil iiavc: 

V 3. Was the student referred directly from tho hi:'.h school? 

b. l;\pla.in the Adult Basic Education program to the ;;ludont. 

1. The concept of individualized instruction- 

2. Yhc importance of diagnostic testing. 

3. The student's role as an active participant. 

c. Answer questions tluU the studci\t innv h^.ve al^out the pro^nan. 

3- Describe the Adult Dipl^a Prograin to those students wh^> iacl^ only 
a few credits to graduate fr':fln liigh school. (vSeo the f\B\l '\\\h:\\rv':\ 
Handbook for further details about this progriin, ? 

4. Aid the student in comi:)leting the Student InforiDation Siicet iwu 
other forms which must be complotc^L !ki sui'e that all blanks are 
c^3m])leted and correct. 

5. Discuss the regulations that bnve i>een set the class, Yoluii^. 
adults need to know immodiatcly wh;it th^y can and can nol do- 

6. (i)ptional) Give the studeni* a welcome ^(^ttcr. [A copy of a. welcome 
letter follows tl\is uj)it.] 

Give each onrollee a student folder \u whiv.'h progress, :i ttendanco, 
and test results can bo recorded. 

8. Begin each young adult on a st^mdarized (U.),.;nj'^ti;: to-^t. lu\cnt 
droi)OUts arc accustomed to tak'n.g tests ;md do ot Tear tliis process; . 

a. Kxplain the examf.lcs and scorini^. [iroctdur'- . 

b. Place the student in a quiet are;i to take the tc t. 

9. Outline the student's strengths and wcabiesses on a imo' cripi iow 
sheet and place the. results in the student's folJer. 

10. Make assignments on the appropriate level 'ot t^c sxud^rit. '^c 
that the student finds success quickly and often. 

II. lYovide adequate fecdlvick to the student on his I'roiwc: s. 
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aitcomc: Ovor 80% of the student wlio enroll in tlie Adult 'vr i>- lidu 
class, should complete 12 houi's of instr n t ion . 
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Section [I 
Refer nil :ind 



Objective: To nviintain an on-going referral cUid feedback system between high schoo 
persoraiol :i.nd Adult Basic f-ducation instructors. 



iivperiences ajid Tecluiit|ues: 

1. Mike sure that cacli recent higli school dropout (16 or 17 ye;us of 
agej has a '^Hit;h School Dropout Referral lom/' on iiie l)efoie 
officially enrolling him/her into the Adult Basic l-ducation c]:i-s. 

a. If the student does not have a referral fonn, one of tw courses 
of action imy be followed: 

1. Give the student a Referral I'orm and ask him/lKM t(' rttuni 
it to his/her fonner coimselor or principal for conipietion. 

2. Telephone the student's fonner counselor and ask that a 
Dropout Rcfen-al Form !)e mi led to the Adult Basic Education 
office. (This option is recommended when students seem 
particilarly ui)set or anxious about returning to tlieir 
fonner school . ) 



b. Remember: When calling coimselors or principals ABE instructors 
should identify themselves as being part of the Kansas City 
School District's Adult Basic liducation program. 

2. Provide feedbatk to the high school counselors on the progros-, 
of their former students viho are now enrolled in the Adult Rasic 
Education classes. 



a. Student's progress and attendance should be recorded on a 
''Dropout Referral Progress Report" fonn and returned to the 
Adult Basic Education office for distribution on a quarterly 
basis. (A sample copy of a Progress Report fonn is at the 
end of this unit.) 

CXitoome: 



All students 16 and 17 years of age will have referral forms on 
file in the Adult Basic Education office. 

Progress reports on recent liigh school dropouts will be made and 
distributed to secondary counselors on a quarterly basis. 
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SectJv ir' 1 T ! 
and ' 0 1 lou -Ui^ 



Objective: 



1. To motivate fomcv high scl^ool drone it ; vv^». Iinve ei\r<'iled in Adult 
TVisic lAlucition classes to complete their ediieat ioua 1 ^^oals. 

2. 'lo increase retention^in Adult Rasic i.ducnl ion classes by niiintain- 
ing a follow -up system. 



Experiences and iechnitjues: 



^>utcor.ies: 



1- Help each studefit dcveloi^ realistic short-tenn ideals, define 

attainable lony-term goals, iind discuss metliods of reaclung tho^L 
goals. 

2. Evaluate sLudents at regular intervals lo see that progress 1 
being made. For full time classes, students should he roiest d on 
a standarized test after every 50 hours of instruction. 

3. liicouiage student's successes by acknowledging progress. 

a. i*raise the student. 

Use certificates of achieveuuMit when possi>ile. 
c, J3isplay ''Success" charts and graphs listir^g people uho have 

completed a goal or shown imi'rovement . 

4. Make follow-up contact on stiulents wJio have not attended class for 
three consecutive class meetings. 

a. Record telei .^one contacts on a follow-up fonn. (S(^e attached sneet) 

b. Send letters to students who do not have telephones. 
tSce attached sheet) 



1. Students should improve one grade level in one area for every 
fifty hours of instruction. 

2, Retention rate should be above 8()-i. 

yJver 1/3 ol" all students who are not attending ABi-- clashes 
will I'ctum after being contacted by the teaclier. 



•4 



ERIC 
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SUM\l/VliV 



lucorj^orrtinr, voimi> aclu.: ; s into regurUr . .uuL . Wn: \y: liu-iait ioii chisscs 
caii !v. M challenge. They require special nitpntioi) not iviH ion niul dinvt lon 
:^ut by utilizing tlic spoclcil lediniquos ;ind o^perionccs that *tr i irntiisu-! \ 
this Orientation Unit, teacher? can crrectivolv work witli :-'un,' r^JuI^^ • h! 
help them to fijiJ success* 



4 
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ADULT EDUCATION DROr-OUT PROJECT 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 



W. in AduU B..ie Education l^Ueve th.^ U 1. 
16 to 18 ,.„. of ,ge. to re,»l„ i„ high ,chool. 

«..b.lUve t..t the total High .chool ..penenoe o„„a oppo»„„ulea 
that th. .l„g>. .dult B..1C Education cla.. do., not a»o.d. We fe.l that 
^h. aacondary .cho.1 a„vlro,«„t allow, for the gradual ™t„rl„g of th. 
"ude-t. a. «11 a. providing a «H rounded curriculum which help, prepare 
fh.. student for adult rcapon.lbllltl.s. 

Th. Adult Education Dropout Project „a. d.velop.d to facilitate only 
the „onflr„d dropout. Ihe progra. „a» >,..l,„ed to a.-rve the, »tude„ta who, 
•ftar all retention and counaellng technl<,uea have h.,n „hau.ted. will 
not contlnu. m high school. TH. Adult Education oropout Project He vle»d 

» vtaHle altarnatl,. for the confirmed dropout who would not or could 
not otl«rwlae compl.te hl./H.r High school education. 
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Er|c h. 



» 



HIOI SCHOOL BtOFOUT REFTiRRAL 



High School 



■ stu<i>nt ' > nmm ref«rr«d to Adult Mtic 

B<y«c«tlcn elMM. to study toward «v«ntii«l GSD Twitting. 

nil. ttuamt hM ptCTrtMloB to tak* tlM (SD test wIimi ho/«hs is scsdstrtcslly 
proparad to do so. 



School Official's Signstors mA TltT5" 
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(JSOPOUT aBFSHRAL PHOGSESS REPOHT 



;ach of the fblloidng students has been referred by a Kansas City Missouri High School into the Adult 
! .-education Program, rhis report reflects data accumulated during the month of 



NAKB 


T — — , 

ENROLLMENT ' 
DATS 


REFERRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 


ATTENDANCE 




PROGRESS 






STEADY 


PERIODIC 


NOT 

ATTENDING 


GOOD 


FAIR 


NONE 
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'WHAT IS ADULT BASIC BP'rCATION^? 
Telephone Script 



"Hello 



I'm callJng from^ 



Nsjue of Student 



Name 



•f 



of organization 



"Our records show that you have withdrawn from 



Na^ne of 



high school 



(rVJSE BRIEFLY FOR RESPQN3B 



THEN CONTINUE) 



"Let me tell you ahout an exciting program that was designed just 
for you, Tlirough the Adult Basic Education Program you may enroll in 
day or evening classes, set your own schedule, attend classes In your 
own neighborhood, gj»t individualized Instruction, and prepare for G^E.D. 
testing." (PAUSE) 

"And all of this is fteeS" 



altematiw programs, ic^l 842-8965» or visit the Adult Learning Center 
at 151k Camphell. Let me give you that number again, it^s 842-8965#'* 



If you would 1; 




more information about this program or cthor 
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INSmjCTOR: 



Ea^h student who'll tnoi.rpiior notTTTcation, tas ir.issea over three consecutive cla:;s :xetiiig;' should >:./:,.;ta.te 



0. 



ERIC 



h — 



-r — 



t 



7- 



Pate: 
Respse: 



Date: 



Date: 
Response: 



Date: 
Response; 



i(.)ponsc; 



I Date; 
I 'tesp'jjisf^: 



Response: 



f)ate; 
Response: 



!f(ite: 
Response: 



: i im. 

1 


rm COOT 


SHCQN'D CONTACT 


1 Tiiiiw co,v:a;;t 1 
.J . i 




— 


Date; 
Response; 


Date!" 
Response: 


j Response; 

; 

1 







Date: 
Response; 



Tatci 

Response: 



Date; 
Response; 



Datv; 
Response; 



T!!!|'RTiI 

da:; 



Oat 

i\t':;por;si; 
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^ Welcomes 



YOU 



Mar 

very happy that you have enrolled in one of our Adult Basic 
Education claaaes, and are hopeful that you will be aucceaaful and meet 
youi. goals, 

J'LX^^Jit^^ •"^ queationa or comDsnta, pleaae feel free to contact 
m at o42"o965* 

Good luck in thia new educational endeaver! 

Sincerely, 



Patricia N« Long 
Project Coordinator 



